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HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 1980-1981? ' 

Your membership renewal forms wore mailed out in September. Please support 
your Club and renew your membership before it slips your mind. The fee schedule 
is unchanged as follows: Life - $200.00; Contributing - >1520.00; Active - 1510.00; 
Joint (husband and wife) - $12.00; Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 
20 miles from Hamilton) and Senior Citizens - $5*00. 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Barry Cherriero, 
506 - 575 Queenston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8IC 1K1 (Phone 560-7476). 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. Our meet¬ 
ings are held monthly September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. 
Outdoor field events are also scheduled throughout the year and a complete list¬ 
ing for the entire season may be obtained from the Membership Secretary. 

The Hanilton Naturalists' Club is federated with both the Canadian Nature 
Federation and the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. One dollar from each HNC 
membership goes to the FON in support of this Federation membership. 



A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The 1900-01 season is off to an enthusiastic start. Beautiful weather 
prevailed on Sept. 6th and an interested group explored Spring Valley and the 
fields on Martin's Faria (H.R.C.A.) Ancaster. If you were unable to attend the 
Sept. Cth indoor meeting, you missed a rare treat. Jack Carey's film "The 
Life of the Honey Bee" was excellent. Congratulations Jack on another superb 
production. 

Field Events Director 

Dean Gugler has consented to become a director of the H.N.C. and to take 
on the Field Events portfolio. Dean has been an active and enthusiastic 
participant in our outdoor programme and we thank him cor offering to give o' 
his time to provide leadership in this area. How about making hxs task an ^ 
easy one by saying "I would like to lead an outing" and state "when and wiere 
Welcome to the executive Dean. 

The Robert MacLaren Memorial Sanctuary 

We are happy to announce that the Upland Woods, a 35 acre (14 hectaie) 
tract of land adjacent to the H.R.C.A. Puslinch Wetlands and an area rich in 
trees and plants so admired by the late Dr. Robert MacLaren, has oeen purciasec 
by the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority with funds donated by the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. Because the area is land-locked with no access to a road 
allowance your club could not obtain a severance when we attempted to purchase 
this property in our own name..' Knowing that the area was up for sale and 
feeling very strongly that it should be preserved to complement the adjacent 
5C acres (23 hectares), the Puslinch Wetlands, which we had previously assisted 
the H.R.C.A. in purchasing, we asked the Conservation Authority to carry out 
the transaction for us. 

On August Cth the Spectator announced that a Memorial "Park" willjie establishes 
in recognition of Dr. MacLaren. The word "Park" is a misnomer. This area will 
be a Memorial Sanctuary to be left in its natural state. The Hamilton Natur¬ 
alists' Club using the Memorial Fund donations already received and money from 
the club's Sanctuary Fund donated $17,500. towards the purchase of this pro¬ 
perty. This amount was matched by a government grant. Also for a sum of 
$10,500, we purchased the timber rights to the area and these have been signet 
over to the H.R.C.A. Negotiations between your Sanctuary Director and the 
Authority as to a suitable memorial marker gre going on. You will be kept ^ .. 
advlised as to our progress. Thanks go to Marion Shivas, our Sanctuary Director 
for the time and effort she directed to this project. There are still details 
to be finalized but the purchase has been completed and another section of 
"Crieff Bog" has been saved. 

"Crieff Bog" Preserved 

The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority's "Puslinch Wetlands plus 
the new memorial Sanctuary preserves the area north of the tracks on the 
east side of the road. The Ontario Hydro corridop to the west of the road is 
to be a Nature Preserve and Ontario Heritage has preserved the area to the south 
of the tracks on the east. This has all happened since May 1977 when Marion 
Shivas , at the suggestion of Bert MacLaren, met with the Hamilton Region Con¬ 
servation Authority to suggest that they make that first 5b acre purchase, 

How to get there? Drive north on Highway 6 past Freelton. Turn left 
on the Crieff Road and then left again on the first sideraad. A quarter of a 
mile down the road you will find the parking area for Puslinch Wetlands on 
your left. 

Hazel Broker 


DID YOU KNOW? 

Snakes do not have ears but are able to hear by picking up vibrations from 
the ground with their body. 




ifc****************************** *****:(:** *********** 

-L. sir 
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EVENTS FOR OCTOBER 


f.***#***#***.*******#***^*#*#*******^*#********************************************** 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MElflNO $ 


Time 

Place 

Speaker 



Monday, October 6, 1900 at 0:00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

MR, JACK LORD will deliver a multi-projector presentation 
entitled 

" BEADS, RATTLES AND WOOD SMOKE " 

Mr. Lord is one of our own members and has travelled 
extensively as part of the RBG's Outreach Program. His 
presentation will be a new treat for our members since 
he is not only a fine photographer but has gained through 
research and travel, much knowledge on the Indian culture 
of our area. 

I Don't miss this evening for something a little different 
from the usual. 

NEXT MEETING - NOVEMBER 10, 1980 

STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 
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CLUB FIELD EVENTS OCTOBER/HOVEMBBR CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, - 2;00 p.m. 

Tree Identification - An opportunity to learn to recognize our native 
trees by leaf, bud and bark. Meet at R.B.G. Arboretum parking lot 
off the Old Guelph Road 

Leader: Bill Gilmour 522-2064 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 - 9;00 a.m. 

Short Hills Sanctuary - Enjoy autumn colours in this, our forest 
preserve. Meet at the Bartlett Road Exit off eastbound Q.E.W.(east 
Grimsby). Bring a lunch. 

Leader: George Meyers 1-945-4217 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 - 8;30 a.m. 

Fall in Spooky Hollow - Falling leaves, flocking birds, late blooming 
wildflowers, ferns in profusion - come and explore our woodland trails, 
q Meet at Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennel, Hamilton, at 8:30 a.m. 
or at Spooky Hollow at 9:45 a.m. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: MarionShivas 628-6046 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 - G;30 a.m . 

Workshop in Spooky Hollow - Bring chain saws, pruning snips, hammers, 
etc. - any tools useful in clearing trails, building and repairing 
wallways and bridges. Many helping hands needed to put our sanctuary 
in shape for winter. Meet at Mountain Plaza (see above) at 8*30 a.m. 
or at Spooky Hollow at 9:45 a.m. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Marion Shivas 628-6846 

Directions to Spooky Hollow: Take Huy #24 south of Hwy #6 junction (near Port 
Dover) to sign reading "Norrmndnle Furnace". Turn left on gravel road and 
follow around jog to bottom of hill. Entrance is on the right just past the 
snail bridge, (continued on next page at bottom) 
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HA MILTON NATURALISTS' EXECUTIVE 1900-1951 

Past President Mr. Robert Curry 64G-6095 

92 Ilostein Drive, Ancaster, Ontario L9G 2S7 
President Miss Hazel Broker 527-0333 

52 Paisley Avenue South, Hamilton, Ontario LOS 1V3 

1st Vice-President Vacant at present 


Conservation 


Mr. Bruce Duncan 705-3322 

Box 512, Caledonia, Ontario Nqa 1A0 


Wood Duck Editor 


Field Events 
Social 


Mr. Ronald Hepworth 632-7694 

259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ontario L7L 4V8 


.Mr. Dean Gugler, 

2 - 154 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 2X9 


528-7169 


Ms. Shirley Element 634-0062 

1375 Mountain Grove Road,Burlington,Ontario L7P 3B9 


Treasurer 


Mr. Verne Evans 327-2294 

2164 Sunnybrook Court,Oakville, Ontario L6L 1P4 


Sanctuary Mrs, Marion S. S’nivas 620-6046 

10 Rowanwood Avenue, Dundas, Ontario L9II 4E1 

Programme Mr. Norman Ralston 303-1397 

39 Sunning Hill Avenue, Hamilton, Ontario LOT 1B3 


Publicity 


Membership 


Mr. Bruce Mackenzie 659-7320 

P..R.#6, Cambridge, Ontario N1R 5S7 (Freelton) 

Mr. Barry Cherriere 560-7475 

506-575 Oueenston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8K 1K1 


Director-at-large 
Secretary 


Mr,John Mclnally 945-4402 

21 Lakeside Drive, Grimsby,Ontario L3M 2K9 

Mrs. Barbara Reid 62C-G329 

2 Mayfair Court, Dundas, 0ntarioL9II 3P2 


WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Miss Karen Silverthorn, 16 Wells Ave,, Brantford, Ontario N3R 4J2 
Mr, William Woodland, 2127 Canterbury Drive,Burlington, Ontario L7P 1N7 


Field Events - (continued from apge 25) 

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 2 - all day 

Fall Bird Count - Many volunteers are needed for our annual count. No fee. 
Call Bruce for areas. 

Compiler: Bruce Duncan 765-3322 

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 16 - 2:00 p.m . 

What's still blooming and fruiting in the Dundas Valley? To find out meet 
at the parking lot at the corner of Main St. (Hwy #8) and Governor's Road, 
Dundas. 

Leaders: Dorothy Curtis-Hare 
Dean Gugler 


545-7274 

528-7169 
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CONSERVATION DIRECTOR'S REPORT. 1979-80 


A number of issues have attracted our attention this past year as being iia 
portant to the welfare of natural areas in this region. The Club has submitted 
briefs or written letters or assisted in other ways in an attempt to live up to 
our philosophy and objectives. A number of members have provided valuable assist¬ 
ance throughout the year and they are mentioned with appreciation below. 

When the regional government decided on the Red Hill Creek valley as the site 
of a future expressway, a "Save the Valley" committee was quickly formed. That 
committee has held two outdoors days in the valley and on both occasions requested 
assistance in leading natural history walks through some of the woods there. Bill 
Read of our club very kindly led both hikes. The "Save the Valley" committee has 
recently requested information on the flora and fauna of the Red Hill Creek area 
from us; if anyone can provide information of any sort, I should be most grateful. 


The Halton Region Conservation Authority has been cutting a considerable 
number of trees in some of their Conservation.Areas as readers of the WOOD DUCK . 
are -well aware. We wrote to then early in 1980 requesting an explanation of t cir 
policy and in April were sent a lengthy letter regarding their "Forest Managomen 
Program." Their emphasis in this program is on developing good "lumber trees , 
although they do attempt to provide for wildlife and uncommon spocies of trees. 
Since there was a real lack of concern over maintenance of habitat and species 
diversity (plants and animals), particularly of scarcer forms, a letter was son 
to the Forestry Supervisor outlining our concern over .this omission. We have no 
yet heard back. Anyone having information on flora and fauna of any Halton Con 
servation Authority property could do me a great favour by passing it along o me 
(l heed more "ammunition"). 

In February, several suggestions regarding the Hilton Falls Conservation ^ 
Area Master Plan'were submitted by the Club. These were based on Mark Jennings 
knowledge of the area. The completed Master Plan has not yet been issued. 


In 1978, the Club submitted a brief opposing the quarry development at the 
Oriskany sandstone outcrop near Cayuga (the only such outcrop in Canada). ^ The 
quarrying license was, however, granted with the stipulation that a 40-acre 
environmental preserve be sot aside by the company. This summer, a University of 
Waterloo student, Gretchen deBoer, has been cataloguing the flora and fauna o 
this site and the adjacent lands. The Club wrote to support her application tor 
government grants for this work. A copy of her report will be placed in our files 


Another proposed quarry, this one near Fonthill at Signal Hill, the highes 
point of land in the Niagara region, was in the news last year. The property is 
part of the Fonthill kame moraine and has a lovely woods (unfortunately, alreac y 
being managed in nart for maple and other "good" hardwoods). The understcry is 
largely flowering dogwood. With the help of George Meyers and Ralph Schcen, a 
short submission opposing the use of the area as a quarry was sent to the Wiaga 
Escarpment Commission. No decision has as yet been reached. 


In April and May, the Niagara Escarpment Commission's Proposed Plan hearings 
wore held and a brief on behalf of the Club was submitted. We were largely sup 
portive of the Proposed Plan which protects large areas along the Escarpment; we 
also urged stronger protective measures generally. Some valuable information n 
the preparation of this brief came from Ray Lowes. Specific areas along the Escarp 
ment will soon be considered individually at future hearings: if any members are 
■narticularly interested in any of these Escarpment natural areas, they can.give 
information and their opinion at these hearings. For details or to look over e 
Proposed Plan or the Club's general submission, contact me. 


Two very pleasant and successful activities were undertaken this past year 
in addition to the above. Barry Cherriere raised approximately $1300.00 in the 
Baillie Birdathon in May — $335-00 (approx.) of that amount will be put into 
the Bert MacLaren Memorial Sanctuary Fund. (continued on page 27) 
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FIELD TRIP TO SPRING VALLEY AND MARTIN'S LAME, ANCASTER SEPT, 6,1930 


It was a superb clay with temperatures between 26 & 29deprees C and a 
light wind that moved the soft clouds across the sea-blue sky. Our party of 
16 ardent flower hunters, insect seekers and nature lovers moved under the 
guidance of Hazel Broker who had zealously prepared the identification of 9 
goldenrod and 9 asters. There were rare moments of doubt when it was murmured 
that perhaps the lawn mowers could have removed some of the problems. 

By the creek in the parking lot we had our first brush with the flat- 
topped or fragrant goldenrod, an identification that was reinforced several 
times during the afternoon and included every nose being activated much to our 
pleasure. Tall goldenrod stood nearby and was thoroughly scrutinized while 
we were warned not to confuse it with early goldenrod or Canada. 

The splendid colour and formation of the great lobelia followed us across 
the creek where we met our first asters, the calico and the New England, These 
were so different we knew we'd never confuse them. The grass-of-Parnassus 
was treated very casually by the initiated bjit charmed others by its pure classic 
beauty. We learned it was not a grass but a saxifrage. We learned too that 
though deadly nightshade might be deadly its correct name is solanum dulcamara 
or bittersweet which didn't improve the quality of the colourful berries, Near 
the creek rough-stemmed and the rough-leaved goldenrods grew in close proximity 
making comparison easy. 

The path left the creek and mounted a gently sloping hill thickly forested 
and fringed by shade«loving plants; enchanter's nightshade, agrimony with its 
spicy leaves and cone-shaped pods ready to hitch a ride, Indian tobacco,white 
snakeroot with flowers reminding us of the garden ageratum. Clusters of lady 
fern, Christmas fern and spinulose wood fern with the heavier textured inter¬ 
rupted gave a greenhouse aspect to the less picturesque plants. 

Here, with white clouds drifting overhead, the air sweet with humus and 
a bluejay screaming, we were introduced to a delightful goldenrod, the blue¬ 
stemmed whose graceful frond leaned towards U3 displaying a cluster of golden 
flowerettes tucked into each axel of the feather-veined leaves. It was surround: 
By a bevy of beauty. Witchhazel, budding profusely, leaned over it; partridge 
berry crowded the leafy ground; crimson berries of the false Solomon's seal; 
Doll's eyes gleaming on their scarlet stems; and what a disenchantment after 
admiring the robust large-leaved aster's summer leaves to find the flowers a 
pathetic display of five scanty rays. The nearby heart-leaved aster had much 
daintier blooms. The common burdock shared our attention with the common toad 
that moved skilfully out of sight. Across the hill, the piping of the tree 
frog informed us, unnecessarily, that the day was hot. 

Meadowrue, it leaves turning gold in patches, covered one bank with a 
lively company of maiden-hair fern under the trees. Close to the path lay 
herb robert followed at once by a neat bed of throe-seeded mercury, easy 
enough if you could count to three! Lying among them was the cone-shaped seed 
cluster or an anemone, a rather trampled purple flowering raspberry and a mother¬ 
wort browning in the sunny opening with the curled dock, A fading white vervain 
and a spindly honewort gave us a moment's pause but a vivid fungus, the stink 
horn, held our fascination longer. 

As the path began to fall, we were introduced to the lemon-scented horse- 
balm with its minutely-lovely orchid-like flowers; clearweed of the nettle family 
hog peanut in flower, a white baneberry defying the rule with red berries. 
Equisetum appearing suddenly warned us that the soil wa 3 becoming moist. 

(continued on next page) 
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Field Trip to Spring Valley and Martin's Lane,Ancaster (continued) 

When we emerged into the meadow habitat with its wide open sky, apple 
trees and tangled vegetation, we found purple burgsmot in seed, yarrow turning 
brown, Daisy fleabane looking spent, wood sorrel bravely keeping its yellow 
flowers and a profusion of Canada goldenrod with the globe gall, one of the 
various parasites and fungus that help identify the different species. All the 
dogwoods,round-leaved, pannicled and osier, were fruiting or berrying if you 
like. Here, we saw helleborine, our first orchid, and noted two species of 
bidens. Beggar's ticksjvulgata and frondosa. Trudging through the tall grasses 
of the meadow to a wet area replete with Joe-pyeweed, bonaset, great lobelia 
and swamp or purple-stemmed aster we passed a small stand of the late goldenrod 
just coming into bloom. 

As we left the meadow for the dirt road, we passed an elegant vine of the 
ground nut or wild bean and examined the richly coloured clusters of bean¬ 
shaped flowers. On the road side near the long-earad goats, we found a wild 
cucumber vine, flowering and fruiting; a hugh old oak vying in height with a 
white mulberry, alas no fruit 1 . Soon we turned back to our wild tramping to 
find a hill rising before us beautifully spread with Canada and the flat- 
topped goldenrods,the vivid azure aster, a grapevine fruiting madly, a white 
bull terrier challenging our pleasure in picking and eating, toadflax, the tall 
arrow-leaved aster, a marshy tract spread with Joe pyeweed and swarming with 
hungry monarch butterflies. Our passage was delightfully carpetted with mint 
that perfumed the air as we made our way, leaping across a little creek,falling 
on our knees to smell the orchid, nodding ladies' tresses, noting again the 
grass-of-parnasus, studying the grey goldenrod with its short brilliant plume 
of gold, dodging the showy tick trefoil with its spiny fingers and marvelling 
at the gentle loveliness of the fringed gentians. 

Following the brood path, we entered the wood for the second time, and 
were pleased to find another golden rod, the zigzag, with a zigzag peculiarity 
and buds at the joints. It lived under the shade of a splendid yellow birch 
and a muscle-bodied ironwood. White lettuce and the boisterous cow parsnip 
shared the final moments of our walk with two interesting fungus: the coral 
and the inkcap. 

It had been a most rewarding afternoon accomplishing the ambitious program 
of our leader, expanding our knowledge of goldenrod and aster as well as giving 
us the opportunity to enjoy various insects, and the delights of a perfect day 
in the country. 

by Dorothy Curtis-Hare 


Conservation Director's Report - (continued from page 25) 

Two very hard workers who did a great deal of telephoning and behind-the-scenes 
work getting sponsors for Barry deserve recognition here — Paul Smith and Bill 
Read. Thanks to then and to all of the sponsors and to Barry. 

A committee of bluebird box builders has been fomed (and I take no credit 
for this) recently and are building boxes to be placed throughout the area. They 
could use more help in all aspects of this work — a very worthwhile and rewarding 
project. 

I would also like to make a request for help to make the Conservation Comm¬ 
ittee 's work more effective. A.nybody willing to assist in any way taking on an 
issue, helping in the 1981 Birdathon, providing information, and so on just 
give me a call and let me know yon Vo into costed. 

Brnoe Duncan, Conservation Director 
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BLUE BIRD BOX P R OJECT 

Bluebirds have become veiy scarce in most of Ontario for a number of reasons: 
a decrease in appropriate habitat, increasing use of pesticides, "clean" farming 
practices, and, most importantly, competition for nest sites from very aggressive 
house sparrows and starlings. A group of people in the Club are trying to encour¬ 
age a few more bluebirds to nest in the Hamilton area by building, erecting and 
monitoring nestboxes. The box design does not permit starlings to enter and the 
placement of the box can discourage house sparrows. 

There are many jobs involved dm this project and many more helpers are needed. 
You can do as much or as little as you like — here's a partial list of jobs: 

1. Removing nails and cleaning up lumber. 

2. Using a pattern to lay out the saw cuts. 

3. Cutting all the necessary pieces. 

4. Drilling entrance holes. 

5. Assembly of boxes. 

6. Painting or branding numbers on boxes. 

7. Picking up old lumber and transporting it to the work site. 

8. Erecting the boxes in appropriate places. 

9. Monitoring and cleaning boxes. 

10. Keeping records of results. 

11. Making an annual report to the Club. 

A work location has very kindly been offered along with some power tools; 
there is lots of lumber. All that's missing are some more people. This project 
has great possibilities — the real rewards come during the nesting season with 
a few bluebirds (if lucky) and generally, lots of tree swallows. The work is 
thus both worthwhile and rewarding. 

If you would like to help, contact Bruce Duncan (765-3322 or 768-3288). 


AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS - 1980-81 

Season tickets are now available for a series of four Audubon Wildlife Films 
to be shown in RBG's Auditorium as follows: 

Quebec Whales and Labrador Tales - Thomas A. Sterling 
Wednesday, September 24, 1980 

Barren Ground Summer - Steve Maslowski 
Wednesday, November 12, 1980 

Wilderness Trek Through New Zealand - Grant Foster 
Friday, February 20, 1981 

American Heartland: The Great River Story - Walter H. Berlet 
Tuesday, March 17, 1981 

All films begin at 8:00 p.m. 

Season tickets: $7.00 for RBG members; $8.00 for non-members; students 
and children $5*00. 

For further information contact the RBG at 52 f—1158. Single admissions 
are available at the door. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The ant has two stomachs, one for itself and a second that stores food to be 
shared with other ants in the nest. 
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ROAD KILLED SAW-WHET OWL RECOVERY PROJECT 


Every year hundreds of migrating Saw-whet Owls are destroyed on our roadways, 

The unnatural death of these birds and other animals is an unfortunate but 
unavoidable occurrence. Many people have come to view these "roadside tra¬ 
gedies" with a sense of appreciation for the potential contribution to the 
world of scientific/academic study which each specimen presents(i.e.museum 
collections, university teaching aids, etc,). As a result, road-killed 
animals are commonly recovered through Ontario by individuals seeking to 
assist such institutions as the Royal Ontario Museum or the National Museum, 
Toward this end, the Toronto Bird Observatory has initiated a recovery pro¬ 
ject focusing on Saw-whet Owls. 

Much work is currently being conducted gathering information pertaining to the 
biology and migratory behaviour of Saw-whet Owls by means of seasonal trapping 
and banding programs. These activities are centred around groups of volunteers 
operating through organizations such as the Prince Edward Point Observatory, 
the Long Point Bird Observatory, the Guelph Banding Group, and the Toronto 
bird Observatory. Although much information is currently being amassed from 
the analysis of live birds, the additional data which would be provided from 
road-killed specimens could prove invaluable. The opportunity to examine these 
carcasses would enable researchers to determine the food preferences of migra¬ 
tory saw-whets, and to ascertain absolute sex and in most cases, age charac¬ 
teristics, It would also present a first hand opportunity for detailed plumage 
analysis. 

Since the movement of fall and spring saw-whets is to a certain extent dependent 
upon favourable weather systems, it stands to reason that encountering road- 
killed birds may occur on an irregular and infrequent basis. However the 
principal months during which this species should be expected to migrate through 
our area are October and March. 

Ttye project co-ordinators are Robert Nisbet (416-668-0692),416-533-6757) and 
Don Pope (416-222-8919). All persons encountering road-killed Saw^whet (or 
Long-eared) Owls - Long-eared Owls migrate at more or less the same time as 
saw-whets - should either contact one of the project co-ordinators and alert 
him to the location of the bird, or recover and store the carcass until one 
of the co-ordinators can pick up the specimen. The latter of the two is the 
more desirable procedure as it reduces the likelihood of predation upon and 
the possible removal of the carcass by other animals, and/or further deteri¬ 
oration of the bird. After recovering road-killed birds, place the carcass 
in a plastic bag and store in a freezer. It is also necessary to record the 
date and location of the occurrence. Subsequent to analysis of the specimens, 
the remains will be donated to the Royal Ontario Museum. The results of the 
study will be published at a later date. All persons participating in this 
project will receive a copy of the published report. 

Rob Nisbet (416) 668-0692 Don Pope (416) 222-8919 

(416) 533-6757 


WOOD DUCK STAFF 

The WOOD DUCK is produced by volunteer club members and is presently organized 


as follows; 

Editor - Ron Hepwcrth Burlington 632-7694 
Circulation & Mailing List - Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 
Exchange Publications Librarian - Marvin Grove Hamilton 528-5633 
Typing - Edith Lawrence Oakville 827-6892 
Duplicating - Charlie Zimmerman Ancaster 648-6250 
Colla+ing & Mailing - Sheila Forbes Ancaster 648-2859 
ITotoworthy Bird Records - George North Burlington 634-5463 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to September 10, 1980 - 251 

* - indicates first record for the year 

F - indicates first record for the migration 

L - indicates last record for the migration 

15Y0N - indicates 15 young birds lately out of the nest 


Common Loon 

Sep. 

7 

5 Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Red-necked Grebe 

Sep. 

8 

11 Lake at Guelph Line 

Alan Wormington 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Aug. 

3 IF 

1 Tollgates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Double-crested 

Aug. 

24 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Cormorant 

Aug. 

30 

7 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Great Egret 

Aug. 

29 

5 Mountsberg Reservoir 

Martin Malcolm 

Snowy Egret 

Aug. 

24 

6 Tollgates Pond 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Sep. 

6 

4 Tollgates Pond 

Bob Finlayson 


Sep. 

9 

2 Tollgates Pond 

Laurel North 

Pintail 

Sep. 

7 

10 Dundas Ma*sh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Baldpate 

Sep. 

6f 

26 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Northern Shoveler 

Aug. 

24 

13 Tollgates Pond 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

"Wood Duck 

June 

21 7 

j 15YON ; 19Y0N Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Redhead 

Aug. 

16 

7 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

3 

22 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Ring-necked Duck 

Sep. 

3F 

1 Tollgates Pond 

Kevan McLaughlin 

Greater Scaup 

Sep. 

3 

4 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Lesser Scaup 

Sep. 

3 

3 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

6f 

1 Dry Lake, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Aug. 

25F 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Sep. 

10 

8 High Level Bridge 

Copeland, Single 

Broad-winged H awk Sep. 

6f 

1 over Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

6 

1 over Dry Lake 

Mike Furber 


Sep. 

10 

500 High Level Bridge 

D. Copeland, Eric Single 

Bald Eagle 

Aug. 

15 on 

1 (4th yr.) Mountsberg 

Martin Malcolm 


Bp. 

10 

1 High Level Bridge 

Copeland, Single 

Marsh Hawk 

Sep. 

10 

8 High Level Bridge 

Copeland, Single 

Osprey 

July 

15 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Sep. 

10 

4 migrating High Level 

Copeland, Single 

Peregrine Falcon 

Sep. 

IF 

1 imm. East end of Bay 

Dave Copeland 

American Kestrel 

Sep. 

10F 

3 High Level Bridge 

Copeland, Single 

Gray Partridge 

Sep. 

3 

9 Peters Comers 

Ch. & S. Wood 

Sora 

June 

21 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


July 

15 

5 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Black Rail 

Sep. 

6* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Semipal. Plover 

Aug. 

17 

4 Tollgates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Am. Golden Plover 

Aug. 

31* 

22 Flamborough Downs 

Wm. Smith, T. Boleantu 


Sep. 

11 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Black-bellied PI. 

Aug. 

17 

18 Flamborough Downs 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Sep. 

2F 

1 Shell Pier, Bronte 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

11 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Common Snipe 

Aug. 

31 

5 Mountsberg Reservoir 

Wm. Smith, G. North 

Am. Nhimbrel 

Aug. 

25F 

1 Binbrook Dam 

Dorothy Andrus 

Upland Plover 

Aug. 

17 

1 Flamborough Downs 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red Knot 

Aug. 

28F 

3 Mountsberg Reservoir 

Martin Malcolm 

Pectoral Sandp. 

Aug. 

31 

2 Mountsberg Reservoir 

William Smith 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Aug. 

29* 

2 Mountsberg Reservoir 

Martin Malcolm 

Common Dowitcher 

Aug. 

18 

1 Dry Lake, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 
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Common Dowitcher 

Aug. 

28 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Aug. 

16 

Western Sandpiper 

Sep. 

6 

Aug. 

29F 

Sanderling 

Sep. 

2 

Wilson's 

Au g 

. i 6 f 

Phalarope 

Aug. 

20 

Northern phalarope 

Aug. 

25F 

Caspian Ter n 

Sep. 

5 

Yellow-b. Cuckoo 

June 

21 

Screech Owl 

June 

7 

Common Nighthawk 

Aug. 

28 

Chimney Swift 

Sep. 

14 

Ruby-throated 

Aug. 

25 

H ummingbird 

Sep. 

5 

Y e llow-b Sa psuckeSep. 

. 16F 

Eastern Kingbird 

Sep. 

3 

G Crested Flyc. 

Sep. 

5 

Purple Martin 

May 

31 

Red-breas ted 

Aug. 

25 

Nuthatch 

Aug. 

28 


Sep. 

3 

Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 

Sep. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sep. 
June 

6 

20 on 
27 on 
5 

16 , 18 

N. Mockingbird 

Gray-cheeked Thrush Sep. 

7F 

Veery 

Sep. 

6 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Sep. 

9F 

Solitary Vireo 

Sep. 

3F 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Aug. 

16F 

Philadelphia Vireo Sep. 

6 f 

Bl-&-wh Warbler 

Aug. 

17 F 

Golden-winged Warb.Sep. 

6 

Blue-winged Warb, 

May 

19 

Tennessee Warb. 

June 

7L 

Y ellow Warbler 

Aug. 

17 

Cape May 

Aug. 

17 F 

Warbler 

Se p. 

4 

Myrtle Warbler 

Aug. 

27F 

Bl-th Green Warb. 

Sep. 

9F 

Blackburnian Warb. 

Aug. 

17 F 

Bay-breasted Warb. 

Sep. 

3F 

Blackpoll Warbler 

Sep. 

3F 


Sep. 

10 

Mourning Warbler 

Aug. 

28F 

Wilson's Warbler 

Sep. 

7F 

Canada Warbler 

Aug. 

11F 


Aug. 

15 

Purple Finch 

Sep. 

5 

Pine Siskin 

Aug. 

17* 

White-throated Sp. 

Sep. 

8 F 

Please send your bird records 1 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, ( 
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1 

2 

3 
1 

4 
1 
1 
6 

20 

1 

1 

42 

15 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

110 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 


Mountsberg Reservoir 
East end of Bay 
Dundas Marsh 
Mountsberg Reservoir 
Shell Pier, Bronte 
East end cf Bay 
Mountsberg Reservoir 
Lake at Guelph Line 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
King's Forest 
Coldspring Valley 
High Level Bridge 
Dundas Hydro Station 
Hwy. 8 above Dundas 
Cedar Av Burlington 
Taquanyah; Dundas Hydro 


H wy 8 above Dundas 
Beamer Cons. Area 
University Landing 
H wy, 8 above Dundas 
Westdale Park 
Dundas Marsh willows 
Roseland, Burlington 
Rosemary L, Ancaster 
Dundas Marsh willows 
Skyline Dr Dundas 
Dundas Marsh willows 
East 25th St. 

East 25th St. 
Woodland Cemetery 
North Shore Blvd. 
Woodland Cemetery 
Sulphur Springs 
Dry Lake, Cayuga 
Spring Ck. Dundas 
Dundas Marsh 
Sulphur Springs 
Sulphur Springs 
North of Dry Lake 
Spencer Ck. at Marsh 
East 25 th St. 

Mount H amilton 
Dundas Marsh willows 
University Landing 
Dundas Marsh 
North of Dry Lake 
Sandalwood Ave. 

N orth of Dry Lake 
H wy. 8 above Dundas 
North of Dry Lake 
Dundas-Ancaster Road 
Guelph Line at Lake 


Martin Malcolm 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Michael Clark 
Martin Malcolm 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Martin Malcolm 
Jack Hanna 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Michael Clark 
Dave Copeland 
Bob Westmore 
Dave Copeland 
Bob Finlayson 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Ruth Summers 

McLaughlin; Finlayson 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Michael Clark 
Bob Finlayson 
Tom & Anne Reid 
David Agro 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Carl Riehm 
Ch. & S. Wocd 
Bob Finlayson 
Michael Clark 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Dorothy Andrus 
Dorothy Andrus 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Mike Furber 
Michael Clark 
Michael Clark 
Dave & Thelma Pc well 
Dave & Thelma Pc. well 
Mike Furber 
Bob Finlayson 
Dorothy Andrus 
Davr & Thelma Powell 
Bob Finlayson 
Bob Finlayson 
David Agro 
Mike Furber 
Da.ve Copeland 
Mike Furber 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Mike Furber 
Bob Westmore 
Alan Wormington 


cf the month to George W. North, 
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SNAKES HAVE ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY IN LEAVING ILLINOIS WINTER HOME 
(reprinted from Miami Herald, Sunday, March 30/80) 

Wolf Lake,Ill.-(AP)-If you Ghould find yourself driving ina remote area of 
southern Illinois foothills next month, be warned; the snakes have the 
right-of-way. 

In fact, the U.S. Forest Service closes a two-mile stretch of road at the 
bottom of a 350 foot bluff twice a year for the annual snake migration in 
the LaRue Pine Hills Ecological Area - a 2,000 acre pocket of natural history 
tucked in the scenic Shawnee National Forest in Southwestern Illinois. 

"The snakes have to travel 500 feet from their winter home in the craggy bluffs 
to one of several swamps which have been created by the backwaters of the 
Mississippi and Big Muddy River," said ranger Jay Wittak. 

"Several years ago we decided it would be easier to restrict traffic in the 
area than it would be to merely caution motorists," said Wittak, 

The road closing is set for April 4 to April 25. The rangers extend the same 
courtesy again in the fall, closing the road from Sept.24 to Oct.15 to give the 
reptiles a chance to head for the hills to hibernate. 

"On a hot day, one could walk along the road and see as many as 12 snakes 
crossing the two-mile stretch" at any one time, Wittak said. Not that many 
persons would want to take a chance with the likes of rattlesnakes, copper¬ 
heads and water moccasins - among the poisonous species which slither the 500 
feet. 

Wittak said he doesn't know how many snakes make the trip, because no one 
has ever made a count. 

The road closing is only a slight inconvenience to people, who want to explore 
the hills, as most areas are accessible by foot. 

Major traffic skirts the area on Illinois 3-the Great River Road-which travels 
along the bluffs overlooking the Mississippi. Residents of Mountain Glen, 

Wolf Lake and Ware can reach their homes without trouble. 

Students from nearby Southern Illinois University Car-bondale and researchers 
from the Illinois Department of Conservation have free access to the area. 
Theyv'e compiled studies of the unusual plants and the rare Spring Gave Fish, 
a whitefish which has no eyes. 

"This area is so unique that we consider something as unusual as closing a road 
for snakes part of our normal routine," Wittak said, 

(Submitted by Robert Doering) 


TOP FLIGHT NATURE TOURS - Two of our club members, Ron Ridout and Alan 
Wormington, are associates in the newly-formed Top Flight Nature Tours, They 
join Terry and Paul Pratt of Leamington. Of interest is their expanded 
concept of 'nature tours'. Combined with the more traditional type of birding 
tours, they offer natural history and photography seminars and workshops 
geared to the participant's particular interests and experience level. A 
complete calendar of events for 19C0-G1 may be obtained from 116 Oak St. E., 
Leamington, Ontario NCH 2C9 or 1-519-326-1050. 


HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP? SUPPORT YOUR CLUB AND JOIN UP NOW! 
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GREAT GRAY OWL LOTTERY 


Tha Great Gray Owl Lottery was a project of the PICKERING NATURALISTS, 
initiated to raise funds for the Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation (O.R.R.F.) 
in Vineland. The lottery was run February through May 1980. The draw was nade 
by Mrs. Kay McKeever (O.R.R.F.) May 31 at Vineland, Ontario. The winner of the 
prize (an original oil painting of a Great Gray Owl by wildlife artist, Barry 
Kent MacKay) was Mrs. A. K. Sculthorpe of Port Hope, Ontario. A cheque for more 
than $1000 was presented to the O.R.R.F. by the sponsoring organization subsequent 
to the close of the lottery. 

On behalf of the PICKERING NATURALISTS, I wish to thank all the members of 
your club who supported the Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation and its work 
through the purchase of lottery tickets. 

J. Robert Nisbet 


FROM THE EDITOR 

The silence is broken. The September WOOD DUCK was so thick that I didn't 
have room to get in my 20 worth, (i didn't have anything prepared anyway). But 
now I can extend my thanks to all the contributors for helping the WOOD DUCK off 
to a good start this new season. Still, it is feast or famine. Many of the articles 
for September and October cane in at the very last moment and I certainly have no 
backlog or even a reasonable hint (other than reprints or 2nd-hand material — 
which is useful for fill in) of what will go into the November issue. The Oct. 1 
deadline for the November issue is almost here. 

Why not take a few moments to write up some of your summer outings and share 
then with other members through the WOOD DUCK? It doesn't have to be anything 
long or involved. Short anecdotes, humourous or otherwise are just as important. 
They all help to document the natural history of our area. Remember this is your 
Club, 

COLLATING ; 

So far, the response to our request for collators at the September meeting 
has been rather weak and we need volunteers to fill the schedule for the November 
issue and on. If you can spare 2 or 3 hours on the last Monday of the month to 
help Sheila Forbes at her hone, please sign the list which will be posted at the 
October meeting. A team of 4 or 5 makes the job go quickly. 

For collating and nailing of the September issue we can thank Bob Curry, 

Bruce Duncan, Hazel Broker and Phyllis Vair. 

This issue was put together with the help of Norn Ralston, Evelyn Morris, 
Phyllis Morrow and Joan Peters. 

On Monday, Oct. 27, the next date, the only volunteers scheduled so far are 
Mr. & Mrs. Wykes and Bob Stamp. We need 1 or 2 more for this date. 

EXCHANGE PUBLICATIONS : 

As many of you already know, your Club receives numerous exchange publications 
from other similar clubs near and far. These are displayed at the monthly meetings 
for you to peruse or borrow. They eventually find their way into the RBG Library 
so be sure to return any volumes which you are finished with so the files will be 
complete. 

I an also pleased at this tine to announce that Marvin Grove has consented to 
look after these publications each month so I will be transferring the issues over 
to his care as they are received. Welcome to the team, Marvin. 





* “II The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 

* .Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 

* III'..'.'.'.: is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 

* “II mailed free to members.Contributions for publication are most welcome 

. an d should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, 

|* ZZI^Buriington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
r :::;;::;::iof the month preceding publication date. Articles nay be reprinted 

i*. Without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note- 

^ZZIIlworthjr Bird Records to Geo. North,857 Eagle Dr,Burlington,Ont•L7T 3A3. 
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